
    

 
 

 
 

April 8, 2021 
 
Wheat Ridge City Council 
7500 W. 29th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 
 
RE: Support for Council Bill Number 04-2021, Tobacco Retail Licensing  
 
Dear Council Members: 
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we are writing to thank you for your leadership in youth tobacco prevention 
and to share our support of Council Bill Number 04-2021 to establish a tobacco retail licensing program in the City of 
Wheat Ridge. Wheat Ridge will soon join the ranks of nearly 30 other communities in Colorado that have a robust local 
tobacco licensing policy. 
 
We applaud the City of Wheat Ridge for the inclusion of evidence-based policy strategies to address youth tobacco use. 
We are strongly supportive of ensuring the policy is comprehensive and includes all tobacco retailers, regardless of the 
types of tobacco products that are sold so that there is an even playing field for all tobacco retail businesses. Second, we 
are pleased to see the City raise the age of tobacco sales to 21 in alignment with recent federal and state law changes. In 
tandem with this policy, we are supportive of the assurance of twice per year compliance checks including the use of 
underage purchase attempts for compliance monitoring of underage sales. Third, we support the City’s decision to 
institute 1,000-foot distance restrictions on new tobacco retail licenses near schools and youth-oriented facilities, as well 
as one-year dormancy provisions on existing licenses. These distance restrictions are critical for reducing youth exposure 
and social normalization of tobacco industry advertising and marketing, and thus, for reducing youth initiation and regular 
use of tobacco products. 
 
In 2020, data collected by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for the National Youth Tobacco Survey pointed to 
promising signs of declining overall tobacco use among youth, yet no significant reductions in the use of cigarettes, 
hookah, pipe tobacco, or heated tobacco products. Moreover, while it was encouraging to see youth use of e-cigarettes 
decline between 2019 and 2020, data also show an alarming trend of heavy use of disposable and flavored e-cigarettes 
among those who are using e-cigarettes. In fact, the survey reported that 40 percent of youth who are using e-cigarettes 
stated that they used the products on 20 or more days out of the month, and almost a quarter of these youth use e-
cigarettes every day, indicating a strong dependence on nicotine among youth.  1 
 
From a local perspective, recent data collected through the Healthy Kids Colorado Survey in 2019 illustrate that in Jefferson 
County, more than 26 percent of youth reported past 30 day use of e-cigarettes, 5.2 percent reported use of cigars, 
chewing tobacco and other related products, and 4.1 percent reported smoking conventional cigarettes. Finally, 63.8 
percent of youth in Jefferson County reported that it is “sort of easy or very easy” to obtain tobacco products.  

                                                             
1 U.S. Food and Drug Administration (December 2020). Youth Tobacco Use: Results from the National Youth Tobacco Use Survey. https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-
products/youth-and-tobacco/youth-tobacco-use-results-national-youth-tobacco-survey  

https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/youth-and-tobacco/youth-tobacco-use-results-national-youth-tobacco-survey
https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/youth-and-tobacco/youth-tobacco-use-results-national-youth-tobacco-survey


Research from other communities around the country that have implemented local tobacco retail licensing programs 
demonstrate the effectiveness of reducing youth access to tobacco through local licensing. For example, In Minnesota, a 
study found that daily smoking among young adolescents dropped by 28 percent in 14 communities that implemented 
comprehensive tobacco retailer licensing ordinances, and successful youth purchases dropped form 39 percent to 5 
percent.2 In California, communities that had a strong tobacco retailer license policy, youth were 33 percent less likely to 
have initiated cigarette use and 26 percent less likely to initiate e-cigarette use over the course of 1.5 years compared to 
communities that had no licensing law or did not have a licensing fee high enough to cover the costs of enforcement.3  
 
The tobacco retail licensing policy that Wheat Ridge City Council is considering will be a critical lever for preventing youth 
tobacco use, and we respectfully urge you to pass Council Bill 04-2021. Thank you for prioritizing this important public 
health issue. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jodi Radke      Moses Izeta  
Director, Rocky Mountain/Great Plains    Dean, Student Engagement Specialist 
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids    Wheat Ridge High School 
 
 
Edward C. Maynard, MD, FAAP    Gina Carr, MD, MPH  
Chapter President     President 
American Academy of Pediatrics   Colorado Academy of Family Physicians 
Colorado Chapter 
 
 
Kate Stigberg      Zach Zaslow 
Senior Director, Activism    Senior Director, Government Affairs 
Healthier Colorado     Children’s Hospital Colorado 
 

 
JoAnna Strother     Ellen Weaver 
Senior Director, Advocacy    Director, Community Health & Engagement 
American Lung Association    Kaiser Permanente 
 
 
Christopher Roller 
Vice President, Advocacy – Southwest Region 
American Heart Association 

                                                             
2 Forster, J.L. et al (1998). The effects of community policies to reduce youth access to tobacco. American Journal of Public Health, 88(8), 1193-1198. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1508321/   
3 Astor, R.L. et al. (2019) Tobacco Retail Licensing and Youth Product Use. Pediatrics, 143(2). https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/143/2/e20173536  
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